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going to? What does the prospective 
employer manufacture his plant? What 
kind labor does need the present 
time? Does have union contract; does 
have closed shop union shop; what 
the local union’s attitude the placing 
handicapped worker the plant? Does the 
prospective employer require that all new 
employees have some vocational training be- 
fore being hired? Must they registered 
with the United States Employment Service? 

These are just few the questions which 
present themselves the placement agent 
before goes out make call, and 
should have the answers before contacts 
the employer. This information, and more, 
available him, provided the placement 
agent has laid the proper groundwork for 
his program. endeavors ferret out 
the answers without any assistance 


paper read the National Conference Social 
Work, March 1943. 


going find himself spending practically 
all his time answering his own questions. And 
where does find these answers? the 
short time I’ve been working this field 
placement, has been brought at- 
tention very forcibly that the information 
the agent seeks available from number 
other agencies, and accessible him. 

This was immediately obvious 
Michigan when entered upon program 
industrial placements. soon came 
realize could work more efficiently, and 
with minimum wasted time, called 
the various public and private agencies 
throughout the state which could 
assistance us. like mention some 
these agencies, and just how they are assist- 
ing making placements Michigan. 

want speak first the Michigan Em- 
ployment Institution for the Blind, which 
under the supervision the Bureau Serv- 
ices for the Blind. The Employment Institu- 
tion was established give polytechnic train- 
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ing, and also employment, those blind 
persons who qualify under the law, and who 
can obtain real benefit from such program. 
are endeavoring keep mind dur- 
ing these days when workshop programs are 
running full capacity that the primary 
purpose sheltered workshop pro- 
vide employment for those blind persons who 
cannot meet competition private industry, 
but who are nevertheless capable perform- 
ing some kind gainful work. realize this 
difficult point remember when we’re 
continually being requested set our 
production for governments orders, but I’m 
afraid lose sight the fact that our best 
qualified people should private industry 
rather than workshop, shall short 
time have defeated the aims such shop. 

The Institution provides 
course vocational training which does not 
necessarily teach the blind person particular 
trade skill which will use private in- 
dustry, but does teach him regular work 
habits and manual dexterity, and gives him 
general idea shop procedure. have 
found, many instances, that short course 
training the Institution will bring the 
borderline case the point where makes 
good prospect for employment private 
industry. 

Another, and very important source in- 
formation the placement agent, the 
school for the blind, where one exists. 
many instances there little case his- 
tory found the job applicant, and the 
placement agent loss obtain some 
background the individual which will 
assist him evaluating that person’s quali- 
fications. most instances find that the 
applicant has attended either state school 
for the blind, public school where classes 
for the blind are established. Also, the 
majority such cases the individual has had 
some vocational training along with his reg- 
ular education, and here again the principal 


ance the placement agent and can help 
the evaluation the applicant’s potentialities 
for employment. believe that conferring 
with the school authorities provides one the 
best sources information regarding the 
applicant. 

our experience that the agency best 
equipped assist the placement agent his 
work the State Department Vocational 
Rehabilitation. realize that vocational re- 
habilitation departments differ 
states the type service they render 
and the amount funds available for such 
service. has been our experience, however, 
that plan rehabilitation and training for 
blind individual which properly presented 
and has definite aim receives 
proper consideration. Some our plans have 
been very extensive and very expensive ones, 
including educational programs year 
more duration, and can definitely say 
that case Michigan has good plan 
ever been turned down. have great 
deal more offer the prospective employer 
can show him that the person are 
bringing him has had some training 
particular field, that his training gen- 
eral such make him better work- 
man. have proven this point number 
times. those you who have not 
availed yourselves the services the voca- 
tional rehabilitation people your state, 
would suggest that you call them, deter- 
mine just what facilities they have offer, 
and use those facilities their full extent. 
You may have generate little interest 
the work you’re doing obtain the fullest 
co-operation, but that’s much part the 
placement agent’s job the actual placement 
industry. While this placement program 
isn’t new one, increasing scope, and 
program, however worthy, can ex- 
panded properly without parallel program 
education—in other words, program 
selling. 

Another agency which becoming more 
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valuable every day the placement agent 
the United States Employment Service. Rules 
and regulations pertaining the hiring 
employees are changing rapidly that 
impossible for one not directly connected 
with general employment keep with 
them. However, believe can safely say 
that within the next few months, persons 
will hired any defense industry unless 
they have been referred the United States 
Employment Service. such 
comes pass, and feel certain will, then 
high time for get touch with the 
Employment Service people the state level 
and find out what plans can make co- 
operate with them placing our blind 
people. 

the present time Michigan insist 
that all applicants for jobs register with their 
local employment office. Then notify that 
that the applicant has come seek- 
ing employment, and when 
placed, again report the Employment 
Service that the man working 
ular factory. have also worked out plan, 
which being given trial present, 
whereby all persons who 
blind, coming the employment office for 
assistance, are referred immediately the 
Bureau Services for the Blind. there 
question the degree loss vision, 
immediately request the assistance the 
Department Vocational Rehabilitation 
obtaining eye examination, and the 
applicant found come within the defini- 
tion blindness, then accept his applica- 
tion for employment. this instance have 
already allied ourselves with two other agen- 
cies planning placement. 

The Employment Service can con- 
siderable help the placement agent 
another way. What type help are the 
personnel managers the various plants 
the area requesting from the Employment 
Service? they need machine operators, 
inspectors, assembly workers? Furthermore, 


what particular plants need these people? 
the two areas which we’ve experimented 
with this plan co-operation, found 
that the answers these questions led 
directly the plants where could expect 
the best reception, and number in- 
stances actually made placements because 
this prior information. Some people might 
ask whether not are duplicating the 
work which the Employment Service was 
established do. mind there one 
outstanding difference between the Employ- 
ment Service and the blind 
gram. The former set supply labor 
employers upon their request, and supply 
specific type labor. other words, 
general rule the Employment Service waits 
for letter telephone call. 

the other hand, the placement agent 
has one individual sell, and goes out 
calling various plants endeavoring sell 
that particular individual. may try sell 
him employers who had notion that 
they even wanted such person, who 
didn’t think they needed new employee for 
particular operation. believe this differ- 
ence methods operation explained 
properly the Employment Service repre- 
sentatives the state level, the placement 
agent will find the local offices invaluable 
assistance him. Show them also how you 
can assistance them, how you will 
endeavor take from their rolls some 
their most seriously handicapped applicants. 
Don’t attempt, however, make these ar- 
rangements local office basis, because 
many states have established divisions for 
the handicapped within the Employment 
Service structure, and unless the placement 
agent perfectly familiar with that division, 
liable find himself duplicating some 
the work which the Employment Service 
endeavoring do. 

Another source information the relief- 
giving agency which handles the aid the 
needy blind program the state. Here the 
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placement agent can determine the amount 
visual acuity, the cause blindness, the 
prognosis the case, and very often from 
time time get new information the 
applicant’s background which will have 
bearing the agent’s efforts placement. 
all means read these case histories before 
you too far attempting placement. 

And now come the various private 
agencies and associations interested work 
for the blind, and community groups active 
number allied fields. many cases 
these groups can give the placement agent 
invaluable assistance determining the ap- 
titude the applicant for particular lines 
work, his physical and mental condition, 
and some information the applicant’s 
standing the 

are particularly fortunate Michigan 
having number agencies for the blind 
which are doing excellent work their re- 
spective fields, and whose staffs have co- 
operated with magnificently our work. 
Information from their case histories placed 
our disposal, and number instances 
they have given their services bringing the 

-applicant the point where fit sub- 
ject for employment. 

Some you may recall the article the 
December, 1941, issue Outlook for the 
Blind, entitled “Detroit Studies her Blind 
Citizens,” Mrs. Dorothy Mitchek. The re- 
sults this survey some four hundred 
people the Detroit area have given 


great deal help making placements 
that area. Your state associations for the blind, 
where they exist, can very often help 
particular cases. also can your Lions 
Clubs. this group you often meet people 
who are position employ blind per- 
sons, and you can obtain the opportunity 
speaking them before their luncheon 
groups you can evoke some interest from 
few the members your placement pro- 
gram. Once more this another opportunity 
for selling placement work the public. 

think that when talk about enlisting 
the co-operation other agencies our 
work really mean what said moment 
ago—the selling our program these other 
agencies. proper job selling, and 
explain just what endeavoring do, 
the co-operation will automatically follow. 
You may find that after bringing one 
more agencies the placement 
ticular individual, there question the 
minds some people just which agency 
was responsible for the placement. Let’s not 
concern ourselves too greatly with questions 
this type. What are primarily interested 
the placement itself, and whether 
not can always take credit for paper 
Each knows his own mind just how 
much contributed that particular place- 
ment, and the satisfaction gained from job 
well done will proportion the effort 
involved and the results obtained. 
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PROBLEMS TEACHING DRAMATICS 
THE BLIND 


GARRET 


NOT THE INTENTION this paper 
present comprehensive, conclusive study 
all phases instructing the blind the art 
dramatics. The paper does, however, rep- 
resent analysis the author’s conclusions 
the difficulties confronting the sightless 
student who aspires participate dra- 
matics and the methods overcoming 
alleviating, certain extent, the majority 
these obstacles. The author desires state 
further that the material contained this 
paper authoritative only concerning this 
particular group; obviously, certain funda- 
mentals would apply numerous other in- 
stances, but till further experimentation 
larger scale feasiblé, would unwise 
interpret these findings generally applicable 
all blind students. 

The popularity the theatre, already 
established institution our generation, and, 
more recently, the advent the motion pic- 
ture sufficient proof that mankind has 
innate desire something other than 
is. impossible for everyone adorn the 
sock and buskin the legitimate stage, yet 
through dramatic courses and clubs 
schools and colleges many students find ful- 
fillment their need for expression, and not 
few people through life enjoying the 
roles they are playing. 

the seeing student eager escape from 
the routine normal living through dramatic 
expression, the sightless student even more 
for such expression permits the flower- 
ing the imagination, keen and alive 
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the sensitivity usually dormant. often 
difficult, however, convince student 
that acting not easy Even the seeing 
student deluded what appears him 
only matter successful imitation, while 
the sightless his imagination easily over- 
comes what unseen. can only hear others 
speak, and filling the gaps his imagi- 
nation, overlooks the fundamentals. 

Many people have asked what place does 
dramatics have school for the blind? 
The answer, think, not the surprise 
shown that such course the curriculum, 
but rather the fact that would sur- 
prising were not. have already 
suggested, dramatics itself escape 
from reality, and hardly surprising that 
the blind are interested. Since their world 
somewhat more restricted than that the 
average person, only natural that they 
should eagerly seize the opportunity thus 
afforded. Not only does participation this 
field fulfill the desire educators mini- 
mize the discrepancy between the scope the 
handicapped and that the seeing, but 
school affords welcome contrast the 
regular curriculum. 

Miss Betty McGuire, entertaining 
article, “The Play’s the Thing—A Discussion 
Dramatics Schools for the Blind,” pre- 
sented The Teachers Forum for Novem- 
ber, 1936, says: 


This urgent need self-expression through the 
medium the play just keen among the 
pupils our schools for the blind, among 
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those who see. Indeed, judging from own 
experience and observation, should say that the 
need such self-expression even more impera- 
tive among our blind children. Dramatics—not 
extra-curricular activity, but definite 
part the curriculum—should the and 
not the exception, our schools for the blind. 


The dramatics class the New York Insti- 
tute certainly one the largest groups 
have ever had; some twenty students enrolled 
sufficient evidence that interest the 
greatest. addition the dramatics class, 
dramatic club has been formed. The func- 
tions this club are naturally somewhat 
restricted production activity, yet serves 
most useful purpose. Officers have been 
elected and business conducted parlia- 
mentary order. the duty the president 
appoint each week three members the 
class gather all material pertaining the 
theatre from The New York Times, Time, 
and The New Yorker magazines, and any 
other sources particular interest. The stu- 
dents prepare reviews the articles and 
present them before the class. this manner 
interest stimulated theatrical events out- 
side the school. 

addition regular dramatic training, all 
types plays are read and complete history 
the drama England from the beginning 
1660, exclusive Shakespeare, given for 
appropriate background. Furthermore, 
during the year planned have teachers 
from other departments present talks the 
drama France, Germany, and Spain. 

now proper consider the major prob- 
lems that confront the teacher dramatics 
school for the blind. There are many 
topics considered: correct breathing, 
proper enunciation, posture, co-ordination, in- 
flection, facial expression, emotion, gesture 
and pose, and the ability the student 
grasp accurate idea the characteriza- 
tion portrayed. 

The majority people aspiring the 
stage usually discover that their breathing 


incorrect. Singers and actors 
have learn proper breath control before 
they can subject their voices the heavy 
demands necessary for dramatic flexibility, 
normal conversation the capacity the lungs 
seldom used fullest advantage, simply 
because this unnecessary. Proper projection 
the voice and the various shades in- 
flection, necessary for the sightless student, 
depend large extent full reservoir 
air accurately controlled. addition, the actor 
must learn control his breathing through 
his diaphragm, not his chest, for the sup- 
port for tone and volume must come from 
the abdominal region. correct breathing, 
the abdominal muscles should expand with 
inspiration and contract with 

Correct breathing also essential 
tained emotional expression and relaxation. 
The ability breathe correctly reduces 
nervous tension present, many instances, 
seeing actors, and, much greater extent, 
blind actors who are especially sensitive 
their stage presence. Many emotional scenes 
involve change the rate breathing, 
both for expression effect. Seeing actors 
can often register emotions without the neces- 
sity for strenuous breathing, but 
decided advantage for the blind student 
able control his breathing the extent 
that can project various emotional over- 
tones not otherwise expressible. 

The proper use language presents 
peculiar problem for the blind student 
dramatics. this connection shall consider 
pronunciation, inflection, and reading the 
lines part the complete linguistic prob- 
lem. The first great difficulty 
mounted obviously the reading the 
lines. Preceding that, however, might 
well mention that necessary for the 
student familiarize himself with the forty- 
two elementary sounds 
peculiarly cogent stage usage. These are 
designated tonic, subtonic, 
sounds and cover the principal vowels and 
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consonant combinations that need particular 
stress for the stage. The only serious difficulty 
that the study these elementary sounds 
presents for the sightless student that 
unable see the mouth formations for 
some the sounds; yet this can overcome 
marked degree feeling the shape 
the mouth. Constant practice, for both blind 
and seeing, master these 
fundamentals. 

The most difficult problem, have sug- 
gested, lies the reading the lines. Unless 
student reads braille with great facility, the 
continuity irregular, particularly play, 
where the dialogue series indentations. 
Even with precise reading usually neces- 
sary for the student finish complete 
sentence determine the proper emphasis. 
There is, addition, definite monotonous 
tone which believe direct result 
reading braille. reading braille there 
necessity for giving words separate inflectional 
values and the long hours spent perusal 
the ever elusive dots appear produce 
monotony reading and normal con- 
versation. 

were coin ridiculous phrase and 
say that occasionally students seem 
“speaking would refer the 
tone characterized their reading softly 
themselves they cover the trackless points. 
When this mumbling turned into under- 
standable English retains the pattern 
braille—an endless monotone. not know 
there any scientific connection between 
the reading braille and the tendency for 
student’s speech become less colorful, but 
perhaps not such ridiculous suggestion 
when you stop consider that the student 
held abeyance the nature the beast. 

have had students memorize line from 
braille and repeat several times 
monotone, without any thought attempt 
inflection emphasis. not yet pre- 
pared state whether this purely 
individualistic problem whether true 


larger scale. The frequency the oc- 
currence, however, would seem indicate 
that common fault. Proper use the 
dictionary, with special attention the accent 
marks, will aid greatly teaching the blind 
student the proper emphasis for individual 
words that when they appear combina- 
tion may relatively acquainted with 
them. 

There are two effective remedies used 
training the blind actor read his lines with 
expression. First, the student must learn his 
lines perfectly order that may devote his 
entire attention expression. Quite often 
only necessary suggest the student 
that the line flat and requires alteration; 
more often, however, necessary for him 
the student give his own interpretation 
does not deviate too far from accepted 
standard. Failing this, suggestion better 
than imitation, which should used only 
last resort. This same factor prevalent 
gesture and pose shall see later. The 
teacher can often secure the desired response 
suggesting the student situation 
analogous that the play—one which 
perhaps more familiar understandable 
the student—and achieve the transition with 
minimum imitation. 

major factor the student’s inability 
determine the proper emphasis due his 
difficulty picturing punctuation. The ap- 
pearance commas, question and exclama- 
tion marks, well other punctuation, 
gives the seeing student idea advance 
how the sentence should interpreted; 
while the blind student cannot know these 
designations until comes across them, and 
then usually too late for proper expres- 
sion. This applies, course, ordinary 
well play reading. 

Another valid reason for complete memori- 
zation that braille hinders the student’s 
vocal reaction. this case, the tongue 
quicker than the finger and the tendency 
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speak before the full meaning the line 
apparent. The seeing student possesses the 
obvious advantage being able foresee. 

Another method training the blind actor 
use expression read poetry with him; 
that is, the student should follow the text 
braille and read aloud with the instructor, 
repeating the words nearly sympathy 
possible. This not for the purpose 
imitating, but acquiring the feeling the 
rhythm. have noted, especially English 
classes, that when poetry read the stu- 
dent and does not simultaneously follow 
the text, exceedingly difficult for him 
determine complete sentences, Poetry should 
naturally read with the pattern the 
rhythm mind, but the concentration re- 
quired for interpreting the 
tunately causes neglect the rhythm. 

Faulty enunciation not restricted the 
blind; almost every individual practices 
some extent. Since the blind are limited 
pantomime, essential that their articula- 
tion and phrasing accurate. neglect 
articulation and pronunciation throw 
away two the greatest dramatic assets. 
Almost anyone can enunciate properly with 
practice and care. Most inarticulation the 
result carelessness the use the palate, 
teeth, tongue, and lips forming the various 
sounds. The blind student can, suggested 
earlier, overcome many these handicaps 
feeling the formation the mouth par- 
ticular instances. 

may define emotion any reaction 
the mind impression made upon 
some exterior circumstance environ- 
mental influence, past present. And then 
have realize immediately that the blind 
are limited their emotional response only 
because they have not had the opportunity for 
experience and expression common seeing 
students. Imagination, however, plays great 
part stimulating the student’s emotions, 
creating desire act, and creating 
images. Miss McGuire, the article men- 


tioned earlier, “The Play’s the Thing,” says: 


Acting plays bound kindle the child’s 
imagination. The plight the unimaginative 
blind child indeed sorry one. The teacher 
dramatics must aid him build reserve 
from which draw, keep him from 
being mentally dependent seeing companions, 


And continuing, she says emotions: 


The same true regard his emotions. The 
blind child frequently bundle nerves and 
repressed emotions—thwarted desires for play 
and physical freedom hesitates express 
The play’s the thing—no doubt it! Just try it. 
You will find that awakens your pupils 
that dormant need emotional freedom, self- 
expression which was stifled, but means 
killed blindness. They almost forget 
their blindness; they throw off that shyness 
which was not natural them anyway. From 
expressing the emotions others, they are led, 
before you know it, expressing their own 
emotions. 


Many blind students have the idea that 
emotion must highly overwrought con- 
dition dealing tremendous range. This, 
however, erroneous, for emotion cer- 
tainly need not highly excitable state, 
but any particular reaction the mind the 
impressions that are constantly being made 
upon it. Most plays the modern idiom 
afford excellent examples reactions that are 
ordinary and quiet, and 
adaptable for the blind student. 

The play which the dramatics class 
present working, James Barrie’s What 
Every Woman Knows, typical this re- 
spect. The simplicity Maggie, the leading 
woman character, reflected the disguising 
her feeling toward her husband, John 
Shand, order that she may the 
greatest assistance him his work. This 
emotional scope not beyond the range 
average high school student. Shake- 
speare’s Hamlet, the other hand, would 
entirely unsuitable, for the range emotional 
experience phenomenal. 
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teaching the blind recognize emo- 
tions which they have not experienced 
which they not recognize any particular 
play, considered fundamental instruct 
them the basic elating and tensing emo- 
tions; such joy, fear, hope, desire, anger, 
wonder, surprise, and others, well the 
depressing and relaxing emotions; such 
horror, sadness, grief, shame, and many 
others. The blind student must not only recog- 
nize jealousy when runs across it, but 
must know that result the alternating 
action the sensations love and anger. 
Any actor, blind seeing, must analyze the 
character assigned him; must ascertain 
the mentality his character—what sort 
environmental influences have affected him 
and what sensations have made impres- 
sion the mind the character. 

particularly important for the embryo 
actor realize that emotion exterior 
sign. emotion caused every cir- 
cumstance, every environmental factor that 
affects the mind, either elating depress- 
ing it; and must produce its effect through 
the force the impression which begets 
sensation the nervous system, which, 
turn, communicated the muscular sys- 
tem and represented, therefore, 
exterior sign which term emotion. 

occasionally necessary explain the 
proper exterior reaction emotion; for 
the blind students, who never see emotion 
registered the face another, often fail 
respond outwardly. Many will argue that 
emotion felt any degree, muscular re- 
action inevitable, yet this not necessarily 
true; many astute criminals have trained 
themselves show sign emotion, and 
the case the blind, where particular 
function not cultivated, often falls into 
disuse. The emotional suggestions What 
Every Woman Knows are often subtle, and 
frequently necessary point out their 
import. Suggestion and analogy are again the 
principal methods correction. 


The blind are particularly adaptable when 
using the various devices their disposal for 
the proper utterance lines. true that 
they have trained the various types 
and shadings but decidedly their 
advantage that they can taught speak 
effusively, expulsively, sighingly, explosively, 
pantingly, and sobbingly. Proper 
breath control is, course, the precursor 
proper utterance. The training employed for 
efficient utterance also serves direct em- 
phasis along the correct channels. 

Timing one the most important ele- 
ments drama and also one the most 
for the blind student master. 
Speech and action take place what may 
term “dramatic time” where the succession 
events much more rapid than normal 
life, and the student, unless possess partial 
sight, must rely almost entirely his speech 
guide his timing. often necessary 
time emotional reactions through speech; the 
passage time must often conveyed 
the audience through vocal utterance, and the 
sightless actor must often pace his move- 
ments from cues alone. 

There are, however, two devices that aid 
the student adjusting his timing. can, 
when alone the stage, count the 
time required for particular stage business 
and determine his actions accordingly; 
may also time intervals between cues where 
there marked break the text. 
essential, course, that each actor know his 
lines perfectly order achieve any per- 
fection timing. Another device, some- 
what cruder, but effective, the use 
narrow strips carpeting facilitate the 
movement blind actor the stage 
order that will not wander aimlessly and 
waste time, and rubber mats placed loca- 
obvious that the student must memorize care- 
fully the layout the stage and equally 
obvious and important that whenever any- 
thing the stage moved—furniture 
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properties—it must returned its exact 
place, not approximation. 

The blind actor particularly handicapped 
when comes the question proper pose 
and gesture. Facial expression also difficult 
portray accurately. There are between fifty 
and sixty muscles the human face and the 
endless combinations require study and tech- 
nique. naturally better for any actor 
know how mirror his countenance 
what innately feels, rather than have 
practice before the mirror achieve success. 
The finest actresses the motion pictures, for 
example, demonstrate this point effectively, 
for the close-up permits everyone see the ex- 
pression, while the stage much expression 
lost one not good seat. Greta 
Garbo, cite the finest example, can express 
perfectly anything she desires. The blind 
actor, however, usually smiles too much 
too little and subtle gradations 
taneous changes facial expression are ex- 
tremely limited the totally blind. 

The instructor strives for naturalness, how- 
ever, telling the student something funny; 
and when smiles the teacher lets him 
“see” his smile feeling his lips with his 
finger tips. Relaxation the facial muscles 
also achieved through the same procedure. 
Needless say, the eyes are the most ex- 
pressive feature the face and without their 
poignant illumination, perfection 
phase acting restricted. The proper 
facial attitude can approximated and 
greatly enhanced effective speech. 

article entitled “Training Young 
Blind People for Public Dramatic Work,” 
Miss Evelyn Griswold discusses the use 
pantomime: 


The sighted person educated from the earliest 
moment self-consciousness the pantomime 
life’s activities, sure that can interpret 
the emotions any character drama. Inter- 
pretive gesture involuntary; the significance 
attitude part his language and can 


take the work impersonation with com- 
parative confidence. While the sighted person 
familiar with sign language, the blind each 
gesture revelation. 


Pantomime is, for the blind, difficult art 
and one that requires the utmost patience 
the instructor order that naturalness 
stage business and gestures may secured. 
The most satisfactory method securing the 
desired attitude position is, again, the sug- 
gestion the student that adopt gesture 
familiar him everyday life and then 
imagine the character that interpreting 
using that particular gesture. actor 
should appear natural all times; that is, 
With patience the teacher can usually discover 
analogy that will convey the proper im- 
pression the student. Imitation gesture 
and pose should also used only last 
resort. usually takes the blind student three 
four times long seeing student 
co-ordinate his lines with the action. 

The creating and sustaining mood 
vital importance any play and especially 
among sightless actors, for this factor 
itself great assistance maintaining 
satisfactory pattern continuity. 

One the most important methods em- 
ployed giving the blind actors assurance 
and naturalness their stage presence not 
overstress their mistakes but rather 
minimize them, the same 
changing whatever features their move- 
ments appear unnatural. Many 
actors are entirely dependent upon the patient 
voice the instructor bring out their 
finest effort. must remember that the 
blind are intelligent, sensitive group, re- 
sponsive every respect proper training. 
Dramatics represents transition from their 
normal activity land fantasy which 
indeed most welcome, for allows them 
bring some their abstract dreams into 
concrete reality. 
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WARTIME PROBLEMS OUR SCHOOLS 
California School for the Blind 


RICHARD FRENCH, Ph.D. 


HAVE FELT THE wartime activi- 
ties chiefly the features rationing and 
the making out questionnaires for our 
boys over eighteen years age. have 
few losses attendance but the School 
continuing practically normal activities. 


far possible are co-operating the 
war program not only the purchase 
stamps and bonds but the conduct 
school work. Our limitations this direction, 
however, are definite that cannot 
said carrying out war program. 


Perkins Institution 


GABRIEL 


PERKINS FEELS THE IMPACT THE WAR, 
everyone must these days. Before war was 
declared, established defense program; 
setting air-raid shelters and canteens, hold- 
ing drills, giving courses First Aid and 
dealing with many other aspects such 
program. The boys and girls took part 
knitting for the Red Cross, making stretchers, 
and other activities that type. These were 
all contributory character. Now find 
ourselves reverse situation, that em- 
phasis not what can contribute but 
what have get along without. Every 
aspect rationing and control being fol- 
lowed conscientiously here Perkins. 

general, have been fortunate not 
losing very many our personnel and 
having adequate supplies for our well-being. 
Coal has always been used for heating and, 
buying two thousand tons advance, 
are assured much heat ought 
have during this school year. bought 
advance large quantities canned goods and 
general supplies. Despite our ownership 


FARRELL 


these, however, their use rationed. in- 
teresting example butter. usually buy 
spring butter, and this year placed 
order for thirty-five hundred pounds. This 
order was smaller than the past, because 
are using oleomargarine for cooking, 
which have not done for many years. 
When the order came freeze half civilian 
butter, half ours was impounded. Later, 
however, was released the basis that 
are charitable institution. Its use strictly 
rationed each cottage, are coffee, sugar, 
and other staples. also observe meatless 
Tuesday. 

regard help, have lost two men 
the Maintenance Department the Army, 
well three war industry. Not all 
these have been replaced. the teaching 
staff have lost four men war industry; 
while two doctors, our school physician, and 
the ophthalmologist, have left, one joining 
the Navy and the other enlisting the 
Army. have lost one secretary the 
WAVES. Anticipating the difficulty 
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curing men teachers, two years ago began 
fill all possible positions with visually 
handicapped men, and have ten such 
persons our staff now. This has enabled 
maintain fairly adequate teaching 
staff. Except for the officers, the heads the 
Music and Manual Training Departments 
who are beyond the age limit, and two part- 
time music teachers, have seeing men 


the professional staff. have smaller 
number pupils than formerly, but doubt 
can attribute this entirely the war. 
are, however, constantly losing older boys 
and girls who are taking advantage work 
opportunities. This has made our Upper 
School small that have closed one 
cottage out eight. Our Lower School, 
filled capacity the present time. 


Minnesota Braille and Sight Saving School 
LYSEN 


THE GREATEST DIFFICULTY have encoun- 
tered far result the war that 
carrying our work with dwindling per- 
sonnel. Already, five our employees—four 
men and one woman—have left enter one 
another the wartime services. Three 
more have been granted leave absence 
permit them accept work essential war 
industries, among them, Paul Hoff, our in- 
structor geography and other subjects. 

Rationing, course, has brought its own 
peculiar problems. have managed pretty 
well far sugar concerned; but coffee 
has proven more difficult. 

Now are finding ourselves unable get 
canned goods used to, and the securing 
equipment for the School becoming in- 
creasingly difficult. are having some 
trouble obtaining supplies meat, although 
have not been especially hard hit this 
way far. anticipate, however, that this 
situation may grow worse time goes on. 

The heating our buildings has presented 
great problem. Our boilers and stoves are 
heated natural gas piped from the 
southern states, and date have not 
been limited government directives. Over 
period years have sought cut down 
the amount natural gas used the School 
insulating buildings, weather stripping 
windows and doors, and carrying 


constant program education; all which 
now stands good stead. 

Holiday transportation Christmas pre- 
sented some problems, but arranging the 
beginning and ending the vacation 
such manner that travel took place during 
the middle the week, experienced 
difficulty getting all our children home 
and back the School. had, course, 
especially careful making out our 
schedules and providing proper supervisors 
large, congested depots because the 
tremendous movement civilians and others 
during the holiday season. 

Inadvertently, the war has done one 
good turn. Labor shortages which have oc- 
curred this area have resulted 
openings for some our pupils. Last fall 
many twenty-eight our older boys 
worked Saturdays one our local 
nurseries; and later on, number our boys 
worked the Wilson Packing Company 
picking turkeys before the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas holidays. have been working 
during the present school year with view 
assisting and training our older boys and 
girls for jobs next summer and are supple- 
menting the specific training students with 
general assignments useful work around 
the campus order encourage greater 
general activity. 
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DR. ALLEN SAYS: 


EMBOSSED PRINT FOR FINGER READING two 
distinct sorts; that consisting lines and 
that points. Naturally the first imitated the 
common Roman letters. was believed that 
any arbitrary characters would tend dis- 
associate the blind from the seeing and 
add isolation the handicap blindness. 

Indeed, most early teachers the blind 
accepted such conformity principle. Un- 
less this understood, who reject the 
principle far concerns embossed read- 
ing will not able understand how and 
why the line letter enlisted many champions 
and persisted long. The line letter system 
known Moon, while the most easily 
learned the greatest number blind 
people, bulky, costly, and unwritable 
that its use confined adults among 
whom still maintains large circulation 
English-speaking countries. 

All the other alphabetic line systems, which 
were reasonably economical space, lent 
themselves poorly finger reading that 
most blind people, even most school children, 
did not learn read the books embossed for 
them. About 1784, Frenchman, Valentin 
Haiiy, had embossed the first book and 
opened, Paris, the mother school for blind 

little before 1830, Louis Braille, also 
Frenchman, put out his arbitrary system, 
each character which consisted one 
more six points. Though most pupils 
the Paris School made use it, especially 
for tangible writing, yet the prejudice 
favor line type recognizable the eye 
kept Braille’s type from official use until 
1852. But thereafter France used other. 
Britain held out against until the 


when Dr. Armitage, influential blind man, 
succeeded there substituting braille for all 
others except Moon. But Germany held out 
against officially until 1888, was the 
universality and applicability braille 
long hand, shorthand, and intermediate ab- 
breviated forms, literature, music and 
mathematics—but most all its “Writability” 
the blind themselves—that finally united 
Europe braille. 

Our country, whole, held longest the 
line type, the last new book appearing 
1907 Boston. The Perkins alumnae 
still issue their yearly meeting call it. New 
York point and American braille, modifica- 
tions Braille’s code put out the 
had gradually won over many our schools. 
Each system having warm champions, the 
contest between the two continued nearly 
half century—when our blind themselves 
took the matter hand, made world sur- 
vey and reported favor uniting the 
English-speaking peoples original braille, 
the alphabet which coincided with that 
the other western nations. Finally, com- 
mittee English and American experts met 
London 1932 and agreed upon uni- 
form type. 

Thus seen that the acceptance 
single reading and writing system for the 
blind did not escape the usual waste the 
evolutionary process. But had gained mean- 
while better embossing appliances and ma- 
chinery, better embossing and better books. 

The line letter systems, general, were 
the infliction the seeing upon the blind; 
while Moon and braille, both which sur- 
vive because they are needed, are the find- 
ings the blind themselves. 
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BILL RIGHTS FOR THE 
HANDICAPPED CHILD 

these words today than the peacetime 1930 
when they were written. Therefore let 
cate ourselves the fundamental principles ex- 
pressed this Bill Rights. 

want civilization march forward 
will march not only the feet healthy 
children, but beside them, shoulder shoul- 
der, must those others—those children 
have called handicapped—the lame ones, the 
blind, the deaf, and those sick body and 
mind. All these children are ready en- 
listed this moving army, ready make 
their contribution human progress; 
bring what they have intelligence, ca- 
pacity, spiritual beauty. American civiliza- 
tion cannot ignore them. 

The handicapped child has right 

vigorous body human skill can 
give him. 

cap that can economically independent 
and have the chance for the fullest life which 
capable. 

who understand the nature the burden has 


bear and who consider privilege help 
him bear it. 


grow world which does not set 
him apart, which looks him, not with scorn 
pity ridicule—but which welcomes him, 
exactly welcomes every child, which offers 
him identical privileges and identical responsi- 
bilities. 

life which his handicap casts 
shadow, but which full day day with those 
things which make worth while, with com- 
radeship, love, work, play, laughter, and tears— 
life which these things bring continually 
increasing growth, richness, release energies, 
joy achievement. 

—From The Handicapped Child: Section 1V, White 


House Conference Child Health and Protec- 
tion, 1930. 


BROOKLYN ASSOCIATION CELE- 
BRATES HUNDREDTH 
ANNIVERSARY 


The Brooklyn Association for Improving 
the Condition the Poor celebrated its 
anniversary Saturday evening, March 27, 
with dinner the Hotel Bossert, Brook- 
lyn. During the evening telegram was re- 
ceived from the Maritime Commission an- 
nouncing that had awarded the Association 
the Maritime “M,” together with the Victory 
Fleet Flag, and merit badges for all em- 
ployees, “for production under adverse con- 
ditions.” Congratulatory messages were read 
from President Roosevelt, New York’s Gov- 
ernor Thomas Dewey, Senator Robert 
Wagner, and New York City’s Mayor 
Guardia. 

Mr. Jacob Klinck, vice-president the 
Board Directors, acted toastmaster, and 
the address welcome was given Dr. 
Marcus Hankinson, president the or- 
ganization. Mr. Everett Clark, member 
the Board Directors, spoke the Associa- 
tion’s “Century Service.” The other prin- 
cipal speakers were, Mr. Robert Irwin, 
executive director, American Foundation for 
the Blind, whose subject was “The Needs 
the Blind;” and Mr. Raymond Knoeppel, 
president the New York State Society for 
Crippled Children. 
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NEWS AND VIEWS THE A.A.W.B. 
Edited the Secretary-General 


PROGRAM PLANS FOR THE 
A.A.W.B. CONVENTION 


“The Blind the War and Postwar 
World” will the theme the A.A.W.B. 
Convention held Columbus, July 
12-16, according plans made the Pro- 
gram Committee its initial meeting 
March 11. 

The Convention will open 
July with address Peter Salmon, 
nent state official. 

the 12:30 session July 13, 
reports the Legislative Committee, the 
War-Blind Committee, and the Professional 
Standards Committee will made, follow- 
ing which Baker, managing di- 
rector, Canadian National Institute for the 
Blind, will give the Convention keynote ad- 
followed meetings the various sections, 
the “American Beveridge Plan” will pre- 
sented, probably member the National 
Resources Planning Board, with discussion 
this Plan. When the Sections convene 
3:30 the first order business will 
the election officers. Plans for Section 
meetings are being made Section chair- 
men co-operation with the Program Com- 
mittee. there will another 
general session addressed prominent 
speaker. 

Placement the blind will the major 
topic considered the sessions July 
14. From a.M. there will 
speakers representing governmental agencies 
and private industry, followed Section 


reports the Nominating Committee, Na- 
tional Industries for the Blind, and the Amer- 
ican Foundation for the Blind will made. 
the Convention will again 
into sectional meetings discuss placement. 
The Shotwell dinner will 6:30 
followed reception. addition the 
presentation the Shotwell Award, there 
will one nationally known speaker the 
dinner. 

Integration federal, state, and local pro- 
grams for the blind will considered from 
A.M. 10:30 July 15, with the Program 
Committee planning this meeting 
operation with the Committee Integrated 
and Differentiated Services for the Blind. 
There will discussion period following 
speakers from federal, state, and local agen- 
cies. The War-Blind Committee will 
charge the program from 10:30 12:30 
with prominent federal officials par- 
ticipating. The afternoon session the final 
day will open o’clock with summaries 
findings sectional meetings 
sented. Following this there will reports 
the Board Directors, Auditing Com- 
mittee, Necrology Committee, Resolutions 
Committee well consideration new 
business. Invitations for the next convention 
and the installation officers will come 
the final matters business. 

The Program Committee well chair- 
men Sections are: MacEnnis Moore, chair- 
man; Mrs. Mary Dranga Campbell, Paul 
Conlan, Raymond Dickinson, Dr. Gabriel 
Farrell, Stella Plants; and Alfred Allen, Mr. 
Salmon, and Col. Baker, ex-officio. 
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VIEWS 


correspondence with Mr. Lysen 
the Minnesota Braille and Sight Saving 
School, Dr. Walter Judd, Member Con- 
gress from Minnesota and member the 
Committee Education which holding 
hearings the Barden bill (H. 699), 
has expressed certain views with reference 
Federal control State programs. Because 
these views are important, your Board 
Directors felt you would all interested and 
has obtained permission publish the cor- 
respondence which follows. 

Secretary-General 


February 1943 


Dear Representative Judd: 


know that you are terribly busy these days, 
but want you know that we, who are work- 
ing the field the blind, are interested 
House bill 699, and its companion, Senate bill 
180. The House bill was introduced Repre- 
sentative Graham Barden North Carolina, 
and comes close anything can serving 
the cause the war-blinded and the industrially 
blinded rehabilitation way. 

Although our work teaching, naturally 
are interested placement. Anything that you 
can further the passage this bill will 
appreciated myself. 

Sincerely yours, 
Superintendent 


THE UNITED STATES 
REPRESENTATIVES 


February 27, 1943 
MINNESOTA BRAILLE AND SIGHT SAVING SCHOOL 
MINNESOTA 


Dear Mr. Lysen: 


reply your letter endorsing the principles 
the Barden bill, 699, may say that 


received appointment the Committee Edu- 
cation, which has been holding hearings for 
some days this bill. 

There is, think, unanimous support among 
the members the Committee for the purposes 
the bill, but there disagreement two 
chief points: (1) Whether provision for re- 
habilitation disabled soldiers 
should included one bill covered 
several bills, and (2) whether the administration 
is, the federal government the 

The veterans’ organizations agree that 
699 will give good provision 
rehabilitation training and placement for the 
disabled veterans separate bill. But they 
feel, for variety reasons, that all legislation 
for veterans should separate from that for 
other sections the population. were 
question either the disabled veterans the 
civilians, sure that there would unani- 
mous decision favor the disabled veterans, 
because they certainly are the nation’s first ob- 
ligation. 

hope, however, that there will adequate 
provision for civilians too, including the ninety 
per cent more veterans, who will not 
disabled while service, but may disabled 
after returning civilian life. not regard 
such legislation charity, even ob- 
ligation the federal government provide 
vocational training for all disabled citizens; 
approve primarily because believe 
sound economically, and wholly the interests 
the nation, well the individual, get 
him transformed from tax-eater into 
payer—from receiver assistance nor- 
mally self-respecting, self-sustaining citizen. That 
applies matter when, how, where 
received his disability. 

the second point, there have been 
many instances where agencies the federal 
government, which were intended merely 
assistant supervisory state programs, have 
been engineered ambitious men control 


here, that there was absolute control over 


the local boards commissions ‘set the 
states administer their respective programs. 
recognized there the danger that some 
states will not have effective boards for voca- 
tional rehabilitation and that some the federal 
money granted them may not used the 
best advantage, but felt that there much 
less danger that than the chance getting 
person charge the federal agency who 


cal 


NEW 


can use all the state boards means pro- 
mote political ends. This has been done 
many other fields, which you doubtless are 
aware, that does constitute danger which the 
Committee cannot rightly ignore. 

the past, think the program re- 
habilitation has been operated remarkably well, 
with satisfactory relations between the states and 
the federal government. The present rebellion 
Congress against giving any more power 
the federal government case where the well- 
administered agencies suffer because those 
agencies which have been badly administered. 

think that the bill will reported out 
favorably when adequate safeguards have been 
incorporated. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Jupp, 5th District, Minnesota 


FLORIDA DEVELOPS NEW 
TRADE 


Down the deep South six colored men 
having been placed war industry the 
Miami Lighthouse for the Blind the 
Marine Construction Company that city. 

After careful survey was decided try 
out these men caulking the flat bottoms 
barges that are being built bottom side up. 
few days training showed the actual 
caulking operation impracticable for the aver- 
age blind man, but that could readily excel 
rolling spinning the oakum used this 
process. 

Mr. Harrison, vice-president and 
general manager the company, whose in- 
terest made this experiment possible, has 
erected small frame building, where the 
oakum can stored and the men work 
themselves. order increase their speed, 
special attention was given each man’s 
position, there would lost motion 
and could work long hours without undue 
tiring. was found that low seat with the 
back slightly inclined desirable that 
when worker’s feet are flat the floor, his 
knees will bit higher than his hips and 


allow better pressure with his spinning 
hand. 


TRADE 107 


The oakum, jute hemp-like fibre tarred 
and pressed into ribbon strips about 
inches wide, comes balled skeins, which 
can drawn from the centre. The worker 
places one these the floor his left and 
brings the end over his knees, which 
should protected divided apron 
some heavy material that will stay place. 
next runs his fingers over this length 
oakum, finding and picking out any hard bits 
that have lodged there, then with slight 
swinging motion the left knee, pull 
with his hand, stretches this length and 
with his right hand pressed against his right 
knee rolls spins the length that lies his 
lap into roll even size and thickness. 
This completed, repeats the operation, 
dropping the finished roll the floor his 
right. 

single barge requires “literally miles” 
spun oakum, quote the superintendent 
the Company, and takes two spinners 
supply one caulker, employment should 
found for numbers blind persons; especially 
this process spinning oakum can 
done more evenly those depending en- 
tirely upon their sense touch. 

While the Miami Lighthouse staff espe- 
cially happy have found field for the 
employment colored blind throughout the 
South, they realize that this process oakum 
spinning has color geographical line, 
and that can used for young and old, 
men women, educated illiterate; and 
that. individuals trained this work have ac- 
quired trade which pays living wage 
wherever wooden ships are being constructed, 
this foreign lands. 

Credit should given the Marine Con- 
struction Company for the opening this 
new and comprehensive field for employment 
the blind. hoped that enough Navy 
orders will pour keep all sightless people 
the Miami area busy. 

ATHENE 
Managing Director 
Miami Lighthouse for the Blind 
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NATIONAL INDUSTRIES FOR THE BLIND 


The Committee Purchases Blind- 
Made Products has issued Amendment No. 
195, effective January 1943, which reads 
follows: “Ordering offices are notified that 
prices any orders shall those effect 
date allocation rather than date 
subsequent purchase orders.” This has always 
been the procedure have followed. you 
are having any controversy with any the 
ordering offices, please quote this ruling. 


tion, effective February 10, 1943, has changed 
whisk broom specifications that cloth 
covered, fiber, wood disks plastic caps 
are acceptable instead the nickel-ball-cap 
and ring. Packing requirements have also 
been changed. Official copies the changes 
have been sent workshops participating 
government whisk broom anyone 
else interested obtaining copy, please 
write National Industries for the Blind, 
West Street, New York, 


Illinois Industries for the Blind, 1310 South 
Newberry Street, Chicago, has just 
issued circular illustrating the leather goods 
which has placed sale. This organization 
offering the leather belts and suspenders 
shown the circular only agencies for the 
blind and individual blind persons who are 
interested. 


The use metal strapping containers 
has been limited the War Production 
Board Conservation Order M-261. sug- 
gest you write the Information 
Center, 1400 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, C., the War Production 
Board, and request copy Release No. 


“Metal Strapping Con- 
tainers Limited,” Conservation Order 


M-261. 


The War Production Board has inaugu- 
rated Control Materials Plan which covers 
all users copper, steel, and aluminum. 
Anyone using these materials should contact 
his local War Production Board for full de- 
tails whether must file reports under 
this plan. 


GENERAL MEETING SHELTERED 
WORKSHOPS FOR THE BLIND 


The General Meeting the Sheltered 
Workshops for the Blind, held Chicago 
February and was attended over 
fifty persons, including workshop repre- 
sentatives from states, 


short address, Mr. Robert Irwin, 
executive vice-president National Indus- 
tries for the Blind, reminded the group, 
had done previous occasions, that the 
various states should seek state legislation 
similar the Act and offered 
the services the Foundation assist 
obtaining such legislation. 


Mr. Kleber, manager the National 
Industries for the Blind, gave the following 
report: During the year 1942, workshops 
participated government orders, giving 
employment 2,223 blind persons. The total 
wages paid the blind government or- 
ders were $943,319.42 for the year 1942. The 
total wages paid the blind all workshop 
business during that year were $1,521,276.68. 
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NATIONAL INDUSTRIES FOR THE BLIND 


Since the start the government program, 
1,068 additional blind workers were given 
employment owing the volume govern- 
ment orders. (These are the totals work- 
shops for the blind that have reported 
date.) 

Mr. Kleber reported also the National 
Industries for the Blind Retail Sales Plan, 
giving the figures for the past year the 
Minneapolis Society for the Blind, Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota, and the Wichita School 
and Shop for the Blind, Wichita, Kansas. 
Both these agencies showed substantial 
increase their retail sales, indicating that 
the program was most successful. 

Mr. Kleber cautioned the workshops once 
again against publicizing any figures relating 
quantities ordered the government, and 
suggested that the shops confine their pub- 
licity the number blind employed and 
the wages paid them. 

The Control Materials Plan was explained 
briefly. was recommended that the work- 
shop managers contact their local War Pro- 
duction Board office ascertain what action 
they should take now anticipation this 


Plan. 


The chairman, Mr. Peter Salmon, ap- 
pointed the following workshop representa- 
tives serve Nominating Committee 
nominate seven accredited representatives 
the Advisory Committee for period 
two years, replace the seven members 
whose terms had expired: Mr. McCarthy, 
chairman, Mr. Ross and Mrs. Cameron. 


The afternoon session was made 
nounced that was invited represent the 
blind the Broom Advisory Committee 
the War Production Board. The purpose 
this Committee assist the War Produc- 
tion Board determining what brooms can 
made for the duration, for the purpose 
conserving critical materials, and assist the 
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broom industry continue business. 
copy the proposed “L” order printed 
the February issue the Broom Corn 
News. The proposed order metal case 
brooms appears the February issue. 

very lengthy discussion was held the 
subject overhead and what standard for- 
mula could used the workshops 
determining overhead costs. was suggested 
that 50% the complete labor cost was 
allowed, plus 10% the material cost, 
would represent fair figure for overhead. 
Many the workshops were interested 
the piece rates paid other workshops. Na- 
tional Industries for the Blind was requested 
send this information participating agen- 
cies making brooms, eliminating the names 
the workshops from the charts. 

Various questions, such the amount 
materials required the construction 
brooms and the best methods packing, 
were discussed. was suggested that far 
possible, allocations based uniform 
packaging requirements. 

was suggested that all workshops manu- 
facturing brooms should interested 
making whisk brooms view the fact 
there always certain amount short 
corn available. Ten per cent shop’s pro- 
duction brooms was suggested good 
workable proportion for whisk brooms. All 
workshops not making whisk brooms for the 
government this time were requested 
notify National Industries for the Blind 
approximately how many they could make 
per month, and they are willing par- 
ticipate government orders. 

was recommended that all workshops 
for the blind join the National Broom Manu- 
facturers Association for the purpose co- 
operating with the industry. 


short discussion was held the piece 
rates paid different workshops and the 
cost their mop materials. was recom- 
that National Industries for the 
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Blind prepare chart showing these figures 
and mail workshops making mops, 
eliminating the names the workshops. 


Mr. Kleber presented the Mail Order Plan. 
stated that its purpose sell the prod- 
ucts the workshops mail. was de- 
cided refer this plan the Advisory Com- 
mittee for further discussion and action. 

one the most important articles 
the Mail Order Plan hand-woven rugs, 
the workshops were requested notify Na- 
tional Industries for the Blind the num- 
ber looms they had hand and the pro- 
duction yards they could weave per day. 

new door mat, made wooden links, 
developed National Industries for the 
Blind, was shown the workshop managers 
for their consideration. Any workshop wish- 
ing full details the complete plan, which 
now the process being worked out, 
should request full particulars from National 
Industries for the Blind. 


the round table discussion sewing 
articles held February 17, lengthy discussion 
was held workshop practices 
cedures. was consensus opinion 
the group that the sheltered workshop was 
place primarily for the training and employ- 
ment blind persons who were unable 
placed general industry. When their 
ability produce such that they can 
placed private industry, every effort should 
made accomplish this. 


Colorado Industries for the Blind presented 
mop handle made entirely 
from wood. was turned over National 
Industries for the Blind for development 
that would available all these work- 
shops. 


National Industries for the Blind an- 
nounced that number colleges have been 
taken over the War Department for train- 


ing purposes, and since these schools are 
using great many items listed the 
Schedule Blind-Made Products, but are 
not purchased under the schedule, was felt 
would advisable for National Industries 
for the Blind work out some plan try 
and secure business from this group which 
can allocated the same manner gov- 
ernment orders. 


During discussion, was brought out that 
many the workshops have developed new 
attachments, devices and equipment which 
increase their production and safeguard their 
blind was requested that full 
details these attachments, together with 
drawings, etc. sent National Industries 
for the Blind that the information could 
disseminated all the workshops. 


BARNES AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL 
FOR THE BLIND 


Applications are now being received for the 
next year’s work the Barnes Agricultural 
School for the Blind, Henniker, H., and 
anyone interested this type training 
invited write Mr. Merton Lake, 
superintendent the school, for further in- 
formation. The next course will probably 
start October 

announcing this course, Mr. Lake re- 
ports that the students are making excellent 
progress adapting themselves farm work. 
Young blind men from Illinois, Massachu- 
setts, Rhode Island, Vermont, and New 
Hampshire are fast learning become farm 
workers. They are being taught milk and 
handle cattle, all kinds general 
farm work, and receive instruction the 
use all farm tools. new poultry building 
and workshop have been completed, and stu- 
dents are learning construct poultry feeders 
and other equipment made from wood. They 
are also given instruction and practical train- 
ing all phases poultry husbandry. 
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FOUNDATION ACTIVITIES 


News notes the current activities the American Foundation for the Blind 


SUMMER COURSE FOR WORKERS 
WITH THE ADULT BLIND 

Another summer training course for work- 
ers with the adult blind will given this 
year under the sponsorship the American 
Foundation for the Blind, Western Re- 
serve University, Cleveland, from June 
August The first course this kind was 
given last summer the request the 
American Association Workers for the 
Blind, and proved valuable “refresher” 
course, and enabling home teachers who 
lacked some the formal requirements 
qualify for A.A.W.B. certification, that was 
decided conduct similar course during 
the summer 1943. 

The courses offered this year will 
cover wider variety subjects such 
fundamental principles psychology for the 
use home teachers; application the prin- 
ciples psychology the home teaching 
the blind; fundamentals social work; com- 
munity resources social work; causes 
blindness and their social effects; administra- 
tion social agencies; vocational adjustment; 
and history and philosophy work with the 
blind. These courses are designed meet 
the needs and interests experienced work- 
ers for the adult blind, including home 
teachers, social workers, placement agents, 
and executives agencies for the blind. 

There are formal 
ments for admission the course, but stu- 
dents who meet the usual requirements for 
admission candidacy for degree will 
able obtain college credits for certain the 
courses offered during this summer 
session. 


Those interested this announcement are 


urged indicate their intention register 
the earliest possible moment, since, 
May there are not sufficient registrations 
for each the courses listed, one more 
them may have cancelled. 

Further information may obtained 
writing Miss Evelyn McKay, co-ordina- 
tor, Summer Course for Workers with the 
Adult Blind, American Foundation for the 
Blind, West St., New York, 


FOUNDATION MEDAL AWARD 


The Charles Brown Memorial Medal 
awarded annually the Foundation the 
sightless student studying scholarship 
from the Foundation and whose academic 
record has been the highest, has been given 
this year Robert Conway, now student 
the Kirksville College Osteopathy and 
Surgery. Mr. Conway holds the highest av- 
erage his class, and has secured average 
grades higher than any student previously 
honored this way the Foundation. 


REPRINT AVAILABLE 


The Foundation announces that has 
hand limited supply reprints “Blind- 
ness and Conservation Sight,” Edith 
Kerby and Evelyn McKay, which appears 
the 1943 Social Work Year Book. Copies 


this reprint will sent request. 


What are the latest Talking Books? Read 
Topics, issued quarterly, ink- 
print edition, free; Talking Book edition, 
$1.00 year. Address: American Foundation 
for the Blind, Inc., West Street, New 
York City. 
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NOTES FROM THE FOUNDATION LIBRARY 


The items mentioned this page may borrowed without charge from the Reference 
Lending Library the American Foundation for the Blind 


Speak for the Blind,” Karsten Ohn- 
stad, found The Christian Herald for 
January, 1943. The article, which gives de- 
scription the author’s experiences blind 
man, closes with the following observation: 
“Every blind person employed now and given 
the opportunity prove that can work 
well any one means place for soldier 
who returns blind from the war.” 


The Social Security Bulletin for Novem- 
ber, 1942, contains article, 
State Programs for the Blind,” Gwen 
Hardin, which attached the following 
explanatory note: “Administrative patterns 
state programs for aid the blind vary 
among the states laws, appropriations, 
needs, and facilities. This article the 
Washington State programs presented for 
its interest Bulletin readers showing the 
development one type state program; 
does not imply Social Security Board rec- 
ommendations for adoption other states.” 


“Common Causes Blindness,” John 
McReynolds, Hygeia for December, 
1942, discusses four major diseases responsi- 
ble for nine-tenths the cases partial and 
complete neonatorum, 
trachoma, cataract, and glaucoma. these 
four the first mentioned, 
natorum, has now largely been brought un- 
der control. 


“Why Employ Aged and Handi- 
capped Workers,” Edsel Ford, found 
The Saturday Evening Post for February 
1943. quote the author: “Our company 


one those which have for long time be- 
lieved and practiced the utilization phys- 
ically impaired workers. Today employ 
1208 totally partially blind men. All but 
two them were sightless when they came 
seeking work—and found it.” 


The Journal Exceptional Children for 
December, 1942, includes “Services Psy- 
chological Clinics for the Physically Handi- 
capped,” Andrew Brown. Clinical 


psychology described follows: form 


applied psychology that aims define the 
behavior capacities and behavior characteris- 
tics individual through methods 
measurement, analysis, and observation, and 
that, the basis the integration these 
findings with data secured from the physical 
examination and social histories, gives sug- 
gestions and recommendations for the proper 
adjustment that individual.” 

The October, 1942, issue the same peri- 
odical contains its “News and Comments” 
section the article, “Puppets Individuals?” 
Geraldine Scholl—a discussion the ob- 
jective versus the subjective system edu- 
cation with special reference the education 
Helen Keller and Alec Templeton. The 
author concludes that both systems have ad- 
vantages and disadvantages that course 
must chosen that will include the best 
features each. 


Science Digest for January, 1943, includes 
“Training Seeing Eye Dogs,” Dickson 
Hartwell. This condensation from the 
book Dogs Against Darkness, the same 
author. 
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THE TALKING BOOK 


FIRST TALKING BOOKS PORTUGUESE 


response request from the Brazilian 
government, the Library Congress, co- 
operation with the Office the Co-ordinator 
Inter-American Affairs, has prepared 
group Talking Books Portuguese which 
there. 

The preparation the Talking Books 
Portuguese was carried out under the gen- 
eral direction the Hispanic Foundation 
the Library with the advice and co-operation 
Dr. Fernando Lobo, Councilor the 
Brazilian Embassy Washington. All the 
discs were recorded the Recording Lab- 
oratory the Library with the assistance 
the office charge the Books for the 
Adult Blind program. 

The interest the Government Brazil 
the possibility adopting Talking Books 
the work doing for the blind Brazil 
began last year when Mme. Lydia 
Sambaquy, Librarian the Departmento 
Administrativo Servico which 
the Brazilian civil service, 
months special fellowship the Library 
Congress. Mme. Sambaquy was much im- 
pressed the wide use Talking Books 
blind readers this country, and informed 
the Library about the extensive project 
behalf the blind sponsored the DASP 
the Instituto Benjamin Constant Rio 
Janeiro. Mme. Sambaquy interested the 
Brazilian Embassy the undertaking and 
plan was worked out for the production 
special series records composed se- 
lections from the literary classics Brazil 


and recited native Brazilians Portu- 
guese. 


Mme. Sambaquy herself read the first re- 
children’s story—and she also obtained 
readers other members the DASP who 
were this country studying the administra- 
tive processes the Federal Government. 
Sefior Mario Pedrosa, the Pan-American 
Union; Sefior José Famadas, New York, 
and the noted Brazilian Ana 
Amelia Carneiro Quieiroz Mendoca, also 
read some the material the series. 

total twenty-one discs, comprising 
forty-two sides, were recorded. these are 
included selections romantic poetry, the 
satirical short stories Machado Assis, 
car; mystic descriptions Brazilian land- 
scapes and folk types Euclides Cunha, 
and the writings such political figures 
Joaquim Nabuco and Rui Barboaa, and other 
examples the major forms literary ex- 
pression the classical period Brazilian 
literature, the century. 

The completed Talking Books and the spe- 
cial machine which they are played are 
being presented the Instituto Benjamin 
Constant where they will made available 
the Brazilian blind. 


CATALOG TALKING BOOKS 


catalog which lists the Talking Books re- 
corded seven years, from August 1934 
June 1941—the bulk the Talking Book li- 
brary, over five hundred titles—has recently 
been issued the Library Congress, Books 
for the Adult Blind Division. This catalog 
compilation previous lists. 
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TALKING BOOK CLASSICS 


Among the many books and readings which 
are recorded the sound studios the 
American Foundation for the Blind, there 
are always some which are ideally adapted 
the sound reproduction medium that they 
can truly called Talking Book classics. 
How Green Was Valley such book. 
Read with the authentic Welsh accent 
Rhys Williams, the Welsh actor who ap- 
peared with Ethel Barrymore The Corn 
Green, and the motion picture version 
How Green Was Valley, the book has 
appeal could hardly have for those who 
read inkprint form without having any 
idea the rhythm the Welsh language. 
Another similarly distinguished recording 
The Flying Yorkshireman, which the 
author, Eric Knight, who was killed the 
crash transport plane Surinam, Dutch 
Guiana, January 20, read his story with 
Yorkshire dialect, genuine, but modified 
somewhat order make comprehensible 
American ears. Another book which bears 
the stamp the author’s voice 
sonality Blood, Sweat and Tears, the col- 
lected speeches Winston Churchill. For 
this recording the National Broadcasting 
Company kindly allowed the Foundation 
use all their available transcriptions 
Churchill’s addresses made over the radio, 
that about one-fifth the book carried 
the voice the author himself. 


SUCCESS NOTES 


typical instance the success that can 
attained blind person who uses his 
abilities and gifts the full received notice 
recently the Roanoke Times, Roanoke, 
Virginia. The occasion was the marking 
the completion quarter century service 


Paul Derring, blind Y.M.C.A. secre- 
tary the Virginia Polytechnic Institute. 
Before audience three hundred his 
friends who had gathered honor him, Mr. 
Derring heard himself termed “the most 
trusted and beloved man the campus,” 
the President Virginia Tech, and “the 
best known and best loved” citizen, the 
Mayor Blacksburg. During his twenty- 
five years “Y” secretary, Mr. Derring has 
comforted and guided hundreds students; 
many these students returned pay 
tribute him person the recent cere- 
mony Virginia Tech, and hundreds 
others sent letters expressing their admira- 
tion and appreciation his help times 
past. 

Totally blind since firearms accident 
robbed him his sight the age twelve, 
has never let that prevent him from 
accomplishing his purpose helping his 
fellow men. studied the College 
William and Mary, where was elected 
Phi Beta Kappa. Later, completed gradu- 
ate study for master’s degree Vanderbilt 
University. 


Katherine Smith has been the Buffalo- 
Courier since 1927, five days after graduating 
from Vassar. Immediately after graduation 
Miss Smith, accompanied her mother, set 
out find work newspaper. Buffalo was 
her first stop and there she got the job she 
has held ever since. She writes Sunday col- 
umn, Good Listener,” and also feature 
writer for the paper. 

She speaks French and Spanish fluently. 
Several years ago she went South America 
for the paper and did most her interview- 
ing well-known South Americans 
Spanish. She member Phi Beta Kappa 
and owns Seeing Eye dog, Lassie. 


Directory Activities for the Blind the 
United States and Canada, revised edition 
preparation. Price $1.25. 
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REPORTING EMPLOYMENT WARTIME 


Statistics recently announced The New 
Beacon, the monthly magazine published 
the National Institute for the Blind, London, 
show that since the outbreak the war, 
721 blind persons England and Wales 
have obtained war work outside special 
shops. Our attention drawn the fact 
that this certainly understatement, 
the campaign place war workers de- 
veloping rapidly that this figure already 
outdated. Some agencies have made re- 
turns; many blind people who have secured 
work for themselves may not have reported 
their success the agency concerned; and 
therefore seems reasonable assume that 
the total now exceeds 800. further stated 
that addition the known 721 blind em- 
ployees, St. Dunstan’s has conducted active 
employment campaign and has found em- 
ployment wartime industry for 103 ex- 
Service men. 


this country attempt has been made 
compile the number blind persons who 
are engaged war work outside sheltered 
shops; but many agencies are sending 
news items wartime employment, be- 
gan the December issue assemble these 
reports under the caption “Reporting 
Wartime Employment.” This column may 
become regular feature the Outlook 
placement agents consider worth while and 
will report such placements. 


The Canton Repository reports the em- 
ployment the Timken Roller Bearing 
Company sightless workers, and quotes 
statement made the Ohio Commission 
for the Blind the effect that from 
100 blind persons have been placed war 


plants throughout Ohio the past few weeks. 


From the Mobile Association for the Blind 
comes word that places have been found for 
ten more blind persons Brookley Field, 
war production plant Mobile. This makes 
total fifteen blind men and women now 
working this one plant. 


NECROLOGY 


MRS. ELSIE KIRBY 


Our attention has been called recently 
the death October Mrs. Elsie Kirby, 
for seven years teacher blind children 
the Montana School for the Deaf and 
Blind. Mrs. Kirby was native Montana, 
having been born Butte shortly before the 
end the last century. Her early education 
was received Basin, where her parents 
still reside. Mrs. Kirby was graduate the 
Dillon Normal School, and before becoming 
member the staff the Montana School, 
had taught Basin, Boulder, Helena, and 
Plains. During the summer 1939 she took 
special training New York City and was 
granted her certificate the American Asso- 
ciation Instructors the Blind. the 
summer before her death she taught the adult 
blind Montana the first summer school 
held the present School location for 
that purpose. Mr. Edwin Peterson, presi- 
dent the Montana School, writes that she 
filled important place the school staff, 
and expresses the regret felt all her friends 
and associates her passing. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


London: Hodder Stoughton. 1943. 169 
pages. 8s. 6d. 


Every now and then, the lover auto- 
biography chances upon book that makes 
him proud human being. Such the 
slender volume Captain Sir Ian Fraser 
entitled Whereas Was Blind. 

Looking back World War when the 
conflict battle left its permanent scars 
the disabled and the blinded, few dreamed 
that those who had passed through that fiery 
crucible would called upon soon serve 
younger generation, some whom must 
tread the same hard path blindness. Sir 
Ian says that has written this book now, 
instead waiting until retires from public 
affairs, because the outbreak the present 
war already bringing some scores young 
men, and women too, into the world the 
blind which has lived long. 
speaks “their journey into the valley 
the shadows, their quiet patient courage, 
their adaptability and their resurrection—for 
nothing less—into the world men and 
women—.” This was that moved him 
deeply and made him set down his own ex- 
perience with the hope that would 
helpful others. all too brief account 
interesting life, there rich philos- 
ophy threading throughout the pages—evi- 
dence undaunted courage—and uncon- 
scious portrait man fine mental stature 
and ability. His leadership and inspiration 
the head St. Dunstan’s gives one feeling 
thankfulness that the young men and 
women who lose their sight this second 
“War End Wars” have such understand- 
ing and sympathetic counsel awaiting them 


“their journey into the valley the 
shadows.” 

Sir Ian tells leading platoon into action 
the first World War when, boy 
eighteen, was blinded the fighting 
the Somme. recalls being wheeled 
stretcher for weary miles down shell-swept 
road—being the danger list temporary 
hospital—the journey home hospital 
ship and the hush the crowd Victoria 
Station they saw his completely bandaged 
head. His inner rebellion the Officers 
Ward and the learning blind shows 
us, step step, leading St. Dunstan’s 
where found friend Sir Arthur Pear- 
son, its Founder, who had lost his sight 
middle life. Still very young, Sir Ian became 
assistant that remarkable man and Sir 
Arthur’s death 1921, was made Chair- 
man the Institution. 

For nearly twenty years Sir Ian has been 
public life, and, the age twenty-seven, 
was elected Member Parliament. 
thirty-four was called the Bar. has 
served the London County Council and 
now Governor the British Broadcast- 
ing Company. All this public activity 
furthered, not hindered, his lifework de- 
votion the problems the blind. 

the general reader unacquainted with 
obstacles overcome adjustment loss 
sight, the opening chapters this book 
are especial interest. them revealed 
directly that rare thing, balanced, fully 
integrated character, mature person who 
has come grips with life and triumphed 
over circumstances. great the victory over 
one the greatest human misfortunes, that 
one forgets his handicap and realizes chiefly 
his accomplishments. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Early the book Sir Ian speaks his 
marriage the beginning great and 
lasting happiness; and following through 
from the opening pages, one realizes the joy 
this marriage and his wife’s share the 
fulfillment his interests and the work 
which has devoted his life. 

the chapter called Walk Alone,” 
well rounded Sir Ian’s philosophy and 
good his psychology, that telling how 
the sighted may most acceptably meet the 
sightless, really giving valuable hints 
how all social intercourse may agree- 
ably carried on. What says about 
important and how full common sense 
are his recommendations for 
reading the newspaper! devotes several 
pages the overcoming fears and dark- 
ness, and what tells dreams inter- 
esting, especially the quotations from letters 
written his blinded soldier friends. 

that part which deals with his parlia- 
mentary career, Sir Ian presents persuasive 
picture English democracy work and 
one freshly struck the steadfast, imper- 
turbable English character which this self por- 
trait unconsciously reveals. 

may argued that the experience 
such unusual personality Sir can 
hardly helpful the average man and 
woman, but this book offers much encourage- 
ment well practical suggestions for all 
—everyone may profit the ripe philosophy 
the writer. How few having all 
our senses unimpaired and looking out upon 
the appalling world today can say: “And 
one thankful alive and well, 
taking part the making such mo- 
mentous history and see our cause slowly 
but inevitably holding its own and, perhaps, 
even beginning prevail, that the impor- 
tance which one used attach personal 
fortune has receded better proportion.” 

Toward the end the book, Sir Ian says, 
quite sure there such thing luck, 
but equally sure that got know 


what kind luck you want and the 
lookout for it; otherwise, will pass you by.” 
might say with the poet, “I, myself, 
Good Fortune.” 

Grace 


APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. Cobrun Broun, who 
June from the Bureau Services the 
Blind under the New York State Department 
Social Welfare after thirteen years 
Supervisor Employment the Blind, has 
just been appointed Advisor the Place- 
ment Department the Virginia Commis- 
sion for the Blind. addition his work 
employment and vocational guidance, Mr. 
Broun has served the field work for the 
blind many capacities. has held the 
office vice-president the American Asso- 
ciation Workers for the Blind 
participated many committee activities. 
Mr. Broun alumnus William and 
Mary College and native Virginian. 


FOREIGN NEWS 


The London Times recent date announced 
that Major Sir Clutha Mackenzie, who 
arrived India some months ago organize 
the St. Dunstan’s system for blinded Indian 
soldiers, has been asked the Government 
India also prepare postwar plans for 
welfare work among the 1,000,000 civilian 
blind persons. Major Mackenzie, who 
New Zealander himself, lost his sight 
Gallipoli during the last war. 

Major Mackenzie went India for St. Dun- 
stan’s, the request the British Army 
authorities and the Indian Government. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 


Androscoggin County Association for the Blind 
(Maine)—The Association has been instrumental 
brightening the lives several blind and visually 
handicapped people during the past few months. 
Over $40 was realized for young blind girl 
through the sale her woven rugs and beaded 
mats; nine children were helped obtain eye 
examinations and glasses; Talking Book was 
obtained for retired schoolteacher, through the 
kindness the American Foundation for the Blind; 
and through help received from the Kiwanis Club 
was possible obtain battery radio set for 
blind man who lives alone the country. 


The Delaware Commission for the Blind—A 
new program placement blind people 
private industry has been inaugurated the Dela- 
ware Commission for the Blind. Dr. Francis 
Cummings, executive secretary the Commission, 
aided Mr. John McAulay, field representative 
the Service for the Blind, Federal Security Ad- 
ministration, made recent survey many the 
plants Wilmington and its environs. result 
this survey and the efforts the Commission, 
eight blind people who have never had real job 
their lives before are now working side side 
with seeing comrades. 


School for the Blind—Through the efforts 
the superintendent the Iowa School, the Vinton 
Lions Club has taken project sponsoring 
high school boys the Iowa School for the Blind. 
January the Lions Club members were invited 
dine with the boys the main dining room the 
School. According their special interests, in- 
dividual boys were assigned individual members 
the Club the belief that through their mutual 
interests the Lions Club members might have 
something worth-while offer individual boys. 
The results the January meeting are considered 
the School officials augur the success and value 
the project. 


The Minneapolis Society for the Blind—In order 


the better meet postwar needs, The Minneapolis 
Society planning now increase its building 
facilities. has purchased the lot adjacent its 
present building and completing negotiations for 
the purchase additional lot. Mr. Bob Anderson, 
former amateur and professional boxer, and one 
time proprietor his own gymnasium Chicago, 
has recently been added the Society’s staff 
assistant recreational leader. Although totally blind, 
Mr. Anderson plays excellent game golf, 
outstanding bowler and most able gym activi- 
ties all kinds. Through the organization’s recrea- 
tion department, visually handicapped men and 
women have opportunity bowl, swim, take 
dancing lessons, attend gym classes, hike, fish, enjoy 
summer vacation facilities, and even play type 
baseball which has been specially designed for 
visually handicapped men Anderson. 


Minnesota Braille and Sight Saving School 
bault, Minn.)—This School has been instrumental 
starting Elsie Mirkovich, 17-year-old blind girl, 
career the field song writing. Elsie’s talent was 
called the attention Radio Station KSTP, 
which has already put forty-four original numbers 
Miss Mirkovich master records their station, 
and now working with the School arranging 
put her music the market. The high point 
Elsie’s career date was her appearance recently 
the St. Paul “Victory for Freedom” program 
with Russ Morgan, orchestra director, and his band; 
here she sang three her own songs, for which 
the orchestration had been previously prepared and 
rehearsed Mr. Morgan’s orchestra. 


National Society for the Prevention Blindness— 
Charles Tolman, consulting engineer for the 
Society, and past president the National Safety 
Council, recently completed study fifty typical 
industrial plants employing approximately 167,000 
workers. His report, titled “Industrial Eye Efficiency 
the War Program,” states that recognized 
methods protecting the eyesight workers are 
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being overlooked industry. “Although front rank 
companies provide good general safety facilities,” 
says the report, “they, for the most part, appear 
unaware the importance eyesight indus- 
try managerial responsibility.” More than three- 
fourths the plants covered the study indicated 
that they make effort determine what visual 
requirements are necessary acceptable qualify 
worker for any particular Only per cent 
the plants arrange for periodic eye examination 
workers who are especially exposed hazards; 
and failure provide require the use prescrip- 
tion lenses goggles, when needed for either safety 
was found per cent the plants. 


The New York Association for the Blind—Forty- 
eight blind men and women were guests 
Katherine Cornell recent performance The 
Three Sisters, The Barrymore theatre; among 
the number were the Lighthouse Players, group 
blind actresses. After the performance Miss 
Cornell met the Lighthouse actresses 
with them for while. Under the direction 
Ernest Hoyer, Red Cross Instructor, eighteen 
colored blind women the Lighthouse Recreation 
Department have learned bandage, give emer- 
gency first aid applications and resuscitation. The 
American Red Cross supplied the blind women 
with braille instruction books, exact duplication 
the printed First Aid books. All eighteen women 
have now received their First Aid Certificates. 


The New York State Commission for the Blind— 
Articles made the blind craftsmen and women 
New York State are exhibition 
throughout Westchester County this month. Miss 
Grace O’Hara, the New York State Com- 
mission for the Blind, announces the annual spring 
sales tour. The tour opened March Port 
Chester, followed closely sale White Plains. 
The scheduled program includes stops Bronxville, 
New Rochelle, Mamaroneck, Pelham, Scarsdale, 
Mount Vernon, Larchmont, Rye, Yonkers, Pleasant- 
ville, Mt. Kisco, Brewster, and Carmel. Outstanding 
women each community sponsor 
Articles display include many examples fine 
workmanship. the wide range blindcraft are 
household articles, handmade rugs, basketry, hand- 
woven articles, and many other things. 
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The Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction 
the Blind—Overbrook has just completed its first 
undefeated wrestling season since 1938. Out 
total five matches, four were held with teams 
from sighted schools the vicinity Philadelphia. 
The fifth took place the School for the Blind 
Baltimore. The boys look forward equally 
successful season next year. Tuesday morning, 
March special program was held the audi- 
torium, honor. the one hundred and fifth birthday 
Dr. David Wood, the great organist and 
composer. completed his course instruction 
Overbrook the year 1858 and served the 
Music Department from 1862 1910, holding the 
position Principal Instructor from 1887 on. 


The Toledo Society for the Blind—Mr. Oscar 
Beier and Mr. Arthur Ziegler have been elected 
the Board The Toledo Society fill the vacancies 
occasioned the resignations Miss Jessie Welles 
and Miss Kathryn Geddes, both whom have long 
records service the organization. The Council 
Catholic Women entertained eighty-nine people 
the annual Valentine party held the Catholic 
Club. Students from Ursuline Convent contributed 
the program. Miss Davenport, shop manager, at- 
tended the meeting sponsored the American 
Foundation for the Blind held Chicago. 


The Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind— 
The Victory Corps was organized September, The 
following summary indicates the progress made 
the Corps March The Physical Education 
Department has co-operated provide program 
for physical fitness. The Music Department teach- 
ing songs grades three through twelve. The 
dance orchestra from the School has entertained 
the U.S.O. various occasions. The Scouts, 
addition helping with the salvage work, have 
made eighteen lanyards which are presented 
men leaving for the service. The knitting club has 
completed thirty-five items. About $40 
realized from luncheons served the Home 
Economics Department and the money has been 
used not only buy materials, but for victrola 
records for the U.S.O. room, for the Red Cross War 
Fund Drive and for gifts cigarettes, etc., for local 
men entering the service. Junior First Aid Course 
was taught some the girls the upper grades. 
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sale war stamps and bonds was started the 
first November and $330 worth have been sold 
addition the ones the faculty 
through payroll deduction and other purchases. 
scrapbook depicting the work done the School 
was entered the contest the state for the Schools 
War Program and was one the six best selected 
over 1000 submitted Virginia. One pupil from 
the Department military service Fort Bragg. 
was sight-saving student whose vision im- 
proved that became eligible for service. 


Washington: Department Social Security 
the Blind,” project sponsored 
the Junior Women’s Club Tacoma, has its 
object the arrangement programs for the enjoy- 
ment blind persons living within the vicinity 
Tacoma. Speakers are chosen who will bring word 
pictures interesting places and events. Music 
also feature the program. period 
follows and light refreshments are served. Meetings 
are held monthly the home the program 
chairman the Junior Women’s Club. Programs 
thus far have included speaker recently returned 
from China; talk woman who had travelled 
extensively Europe; and several book reviews 
India. Some twenty thirty blind persons have 
attended these programs and have expressed their 
enthusiasm for the continuation the project. 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


FORM BEQUEST 


give and bequeath the 
AMERICAN FOR THE INc. 
non-profit charitable Delaware Corporation) 
West Street, New York, 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Paul Conlan supervisor Bureau 
Services for the Blind, Michigan State De- 
partment Social Welfare. 


Athene Foster managing director the 
Miami Lighthouse for the Blind. 


Grace Harper, Director, New York State 
Commission for the Blind, worked 
France after the last World War with the 
French Medical Committee; while there 
she was appointed Chief the Bureau 
Rehabilitation Disabled Soldiers 
French Soil (which included all soldiers 
disabled France) She was also member 
the Inter-allied Committee the War 
Disabled, appointed the State Depart- 


ment. 


Garret McClung heads the Department 
English The New York Institute for 
the Education the Blind. 
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AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND, INC. 


THE AMERICAN FOR 
THE BLINDP 


The American Foundation for the Blind 
national agency, the purpose which 
promote increasingly and uncompro- 
misingly the interests the blind through- 
out the United States close co-operation 
with all local organizations. 


ACTIVITIES 


Legislation 

The Foundation keeps constantly in- 
formed regarding federal and state legisla- 
tive developments affecting the welfare 
the blind. 

Among the Federal Acts concerning 
which the Foundation gave consultation 
service are: the law providing annual ap- 
propriations for literature for the adult 
blind; the act permitting the railroads 
carry blind person and his guide for 
one fare; the law providing that the Federal 
government shall purchase certain com- 
modities from the workshops for the blind; 
and Title the Social Security Act pro- 
viding financial assistance for the needy 
blind. 
National Industries for the Blind 


The Foundation has greatly increased 
employment the blind well their 
earnings finding large markets for their 
products and through the creation its 
National Industries for the Blind, 
non-profit organization which acts 
liaison capacity between Federal and other 
purchasing agents and the various work- 
shops for the blind. 

State and Local Field Service 


The Foundation has helped establish 
state departments for the blind twenty- 
one states, and assists every way possi- 
ble improve the efficiency local organi- 
zations for the blind. 

Discount Service 


The Foundation conducts discount ser- 
vice which blind people receive price 
reduction phonograph records, watches, 
radios, and tickets permitting blind per- 
son and his guide travel for one fare 
the railroads and bus lines. 

Reference Library 


The Foundation conducts one the most 
complete and best organized reference li- 
braries work for the blind (in English 
and foreign languages) the world. 


Information Service 


The Foundation conducts information 
service regarding all matters relating the 
blind, particularly with reference voca- 
tions, education, special legislation, statis- 


tics, and special apparatus. 


The Foundation has developed and con- 
structed, addition others, appliances 
for improved printing machinery which 
greatly simplified the publication books 
for the blind economical methods, and 
braille typewriter superior any machine 
the kind hitherto available. 


The Talking Book 


The Foundation has developed the Talk- 
ing Book—a long-playing phonograph disc 
—which manufactures its own 
atory and sells cost, well the reading 
machines, variety models, play. 
these books. The Talking Book con- 
sidered one the greatest boons the 
blind ever bestowed them. 


International Braille Clearing House 


The Foundation conducts interna- 
tional clearing-house enable publishers 
literature for the blind avoid duplication 
titles. 


Publications 


The Foundation publishes three maga- 
zines—the Outlook for the Blind and The 
Teachers Forum, Talking Book Topics, and 
The Braille Book Review, and many books 
and pamphlets value professional 
workers for the blind. 


Scholarships 


The Foundation awards scholarships 
blind students enable them obtain 
professional and vocational training fitting 
them earn livelihood. 


The Foundation’s support derived 
largely from individuals all parts the 
country, who, through annual contribu- 
tions and through bequests, stretch out 


helping hand their blind fellow-country- 
men. 


VOCATIONS FOR THE VISUALLY HANDICAPPED 
WILBER 


Comprehensive Work the Vocational Adjust- 
ment the Blind. $2.25 


WHAT THE BLIND? Two volumes 
Edited LENDE 

Survey the Development and Scope Present- 

Day Work with the Blind. each, $2.00 


BOOKS ABOUT THE BLIND 
Edited LENDE 


Guide Literature Relating the Blind. 


TOUCH READING THE BLIND 
Merry, Ph.D. 


Psychological Study Touch Reading. 


CONTRIBUTIONS PSYCHOLOGY 
BLINDNESS 


Hayes 


Part The Psychology Blindness; 
Part Measurements Schools for the Blind. $2.50 


DIRECTORY ACTIVITIES FOR THE BLIND 
THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 
(Revised edition preparation) 


Compiled LENDE $1.25 


AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND, INC. 


West Sixteenth Street 
New York, New York 


4 
Sah! 
2.00 
Sages 


